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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
V. The fo l lowing io o quotat i on of the accond pdiayrapl i uf 30 U.S.C. I X T. 

- The opcoifioat i on ohal l oono l udo w i th ono o r moro o l aimo part i ou l arly po i nting out and d i otinot l y — 
- c l a i m i ng tho cubjoot mattor whioh tho app li cant rogordo oo h i o i nvent io n. 

■& C l a i ms 22 and 23 d<u mjeiled undui 35 U.G.C. 1 12 t seiund pa i ay i aph, as be i ny 

i ndofin i to for fa ili ng to particu l arly po i nt out and d i ot i not l y c l a i m tho oubjoct mattor which— 
app l icant regards as th e inv e ntion . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the datepf application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Heubel 
et al. (Heubel), U.S. Patent No. 6,751,468. 

Regarding Claims 1,12 and 21-24, Heubel discloses a method of messaging 
during an active half-duplex session between a plurality of user devices capable of 
walkie-talkie-like functionality, the method comprising: a first user device (wireless unit 
B) of said plurality of user devices while in a receiving in half-duplex (RHD) mode for 
an active half-duplex session, transmitting a transmit channel request message 
(TCRM) to a network; the network forwarding the TCRM to a second user device 
(wireless unit A) of said plurality of user devices while the second user device is in a 
transmitting in half-duplex (THD) mode for the active half-duplex session; and the 
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second user device receiving the TCRM (once user A finishes speaking, user B 
may wish to speak. Wireless unit A receives a channel assignment from the BMI. 
The transmitting wireless unit A becomes the receiving unit and receiving 
wireless unit B becomes the transmitting unit; Col. 6, lines 19-52). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 13, Heubel discloses wherein each user device of the 
plurality of user devices is a wireless device (wireless unit A and B). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 12, Heubel discloses further comprising the first user 
device locally receiving a request to transmit the TCRM (the wireless unit B receives 
a request from user B in which user B presses the PTT button to communicate 
that the user wishes to speak). 

Regarding Claim 4, Heubel discloses wherein the half-duplex session is a voice 
communication session compliant with at least one system selected from the group of 
iDEN.TM., 1XRTT CDMA, GSM/GPRS, UMTS, and TDMA (the systems and 
methods allow for an efficient transmission of Push To Talk mode calls over a 
Time Division Multiple Access system; see abstract and Col. 2, line 67). 

Regarding Claims 5, 15, 16, 19, 21 and 24, Heubel discloses further comprising 
including an identification of the first user device in the TCRM at least when the TCRM 
is forwarded to the second user device (a PTT call type identifier is included in 
messages; Col. 5, lines 2-4). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 12, Heubel discloses further comprising: the second 
user device in response to receiving the TCRM generating a user-detectable 
notification indicating the second user device has received the TCRM (once wireless 
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unit A identifies the transition, wireless unit A notifies the user through an 

audible tone; Col. 6, lines 43-45). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 15, Heubel discloses further comprising: the second 

user device generating user-detectable notification indicative of the identification of the 
first user device (see rejections for claims 5 and 6). 

Regarding Claim 8, Heubel discloses further comprising: the network, upon 
receiving the TCRM from the first user device, determining a talk group the first user 

device is participating in, determining another user device in the talk group that is in 

THD mode, which another user device is said second user device (see rejection for 

claim 1). 

Regarding Claims 9, 17 and 19, Heubel discloses further comprising including a 
qualifier flag in the TCRM at least when the TCRM is forwarded to the second user 
device (a qualifier flag is inherently included in the message). 

Regarding Claims 10, 17 and 19, Heubel discloses further comprising 
performing extended functionality in response to a value of the qualifier flag (user A 
has the option as to whether they wish to accept the PTT call; Col. 5, lines 48-52 
and Col. 6, lines 53-55). 

Regarding Claims 11,18 and 20, Heubel discloses wherein the extended 
functionality comprises at least one functionality selected from the group consisting of: 
a) registering a continuing transmit channel request at the THD device; b) canceling a 
transmit channel request at the THD device; and c) performing automatic release of the 
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transmit channel by the THD device (Col. 6, lines 19-52 and see rejection for claim 
10). 

Regarding Claim 14, Heubel discloses wherein the active half-duplex session is 
a push-to-talk.TM. half-duplex voice communication session (Col. 6, lines 19-25). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Metais et al., U.S. Patent No. 7,136,663 discloses a method for controlling a 
communications channel shared by several stations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shantell Portis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0886. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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